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Physiological Research Receives Merited Recognition. 


It will be most gratifying to the members of the National Canners 
Associetion, all of whom hawe been deeply interested in the physialogical re- 
search work, to learn that the exhibit of the Public Health Service at the 
annual convention of the American Medical Association has been awarded first 
certificate of merit. 


This exhibit comes particularly home to the cenning industry because 
it portrayed in the most vivid manner the research work which has been financed 
by the Asexciation, beth regerding ptomaine poison and botulism. While the ex- 
hiblt was entirely ethical, it was novel and would have attracted great attention, 
even without thie award of distinction. Thousands and thousands of physic ans 
throughout the country, as well os medical literature, will carry home the story 
of the safety of canned foods impressed upon them in this vivid and striking 
manne?y 


The Explorer Knows the Value of Canned Foods. 


The important place that canned foods occupy in feeding the world in 
its varying phases of existence is again well portrayed in the exploration trip 
to the Arctic Circle which is being undertaken by Captain Donald D.McMillan and a 
picked number of men. These men will be out of reach of food supplies, except 
natural game in localities they will visit, until some time in 1925. 


Included in their larfer is canned food, the standby that Admiral 
Peary informed Senator B.M.Fernald, former President of the National Canners 
Association, made possible his many Arctic explorations. 


This is but another illustration of the necessity of canned foods and 
the impossibility of the existence of present day civilization without their aid. . 


Carrying the Leboratory to the Canner. 


The Research Committee has approved of the plan whereby all of the 
experienced men in the Research Laboratory will spend the greater part of tho 
active canning season visiting the plants of the members of the National Canners 
Association, This will bring the laboratory into much closer touch with the in- 
dustry and greatly increese its technological information. It will also enabl> 
representatives of the laboratory to discuss problems of canning processes wita 
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the superintendents and process men. In this way it is often possible to illus~ 
trate the suggestions the leboratory has made and apply them to the working con- 
ditions of indiv idual plants. 


Mr. Richardson will spend the entire summer in California, and 
Dr. Kohman in Washington and Oregon. In the same way other canning localities 

will be visited according to a systematic plan which will involve visiting as 

many of the plants of our members as possible during the year. Suggestions frem 
our members are invited regarding special problems which they would like to have 
studied in connection with this work, and regarding plents which it is particu- 
larly desired that the laboratory should visit. 


Southern Rates on Canned Foods. 


The Chairman of the Traffic Committee attended a recent conference in 
Atlante, Georgia, between railroad officials and shippers, and makes the fellowing 
report: 


"The cerriers are proposing to establish new through commodity rates 
on canned goods end certain other articles, from points north of the Ohio River 
and north of the Virginia cities, to all points in the South, embracing practi- 
eally all the territory east of the Mississippi River. 


“The proposed rates es a whole represent materiel reductions under 
the present rates on canned goods into the Southeast, except to the South Atlantie 
ports, where the rates hawe always been depressed by reeson of water competition. 
Notwithstanding these reductions, the canned goods will continue to bear mere than 
its share of the freight burden to and from the South and I believe the National 
Canners Association should make every effort to secure the proper level ef rates 
for our products even though it becomes necessary to carry the mateer te the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, 


“The present rates on canned goods to the Mississippi Valley, Memphis, 
and wmuth, were fixed by the Interstate Commerce Commission in I.& ©. Docket 

No. 1303, just a short time ago. These rates are reasonable end satisfactery, but 
the railroads are trying to advance them in the new proposal and this is quite 
objectionable." 


The Association, of course, will keep in close touch with this situet 


tion. 


Well Known Distributor Appreciates Asx ciation Services. 


The following letter was recently received from a distributer whe hed 
been asked to imy damages owing to illness alleged to be due to canned foeds he 
sold a customer. 


"We want to teke this opportunity to thrnk your Investigetien Depart- 
ment for the prompt and efficient work in running down the report of ptemeinr 
Poison. As hee prowgen out with practically every peisan report cese, this wes 
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simply a case of thoughtlessness on the part of the consumer. It seems too bad 
that people can't realize what effect a few words can have on a business and in- 
dustry, such as e canning indistry. It is through such efficient work as yours 
that the members feel repaid for their membership in the Association." 


School for Stewards. 


The Association has been given opportunity to address the school for 
stewards connected with the State owned institutions of Pennsylvania on Thursday 
and Friday, July 12th and 13th, at Harrisburg. The invitation has been extended 
to the Association to have a representative attend the school and address the 
stewards on the subject "Canned Foods Specifications." 


Important Court Opinion Regerding Manufacturer's Warranty to 
e ime 


Consumer. 


. In the District Court of the United States for the Western District of 
ashington, at Seattle, in a case cleiming damages due to eating canned foods, 
Judge E.E.Cushman rendered the following opinion: 


“* * # I do not think the court would be justified in letting this 
case go to the jury on this evidence and I would not think so unless there was 
some controlling authority that allowed such a case to go to the jury in the ab- 
sence of evidence of negligence or evidence of proximate cause other than the 
opinion of the physician coached as was the opinion of this doctor. My ruling is 


that there is no warranty, thet is to the ultimate consumer, unless there is some~ 
thing on the label. 


"The highest degree of care or a very high degree of care at any rate 
would be required of this defendant or any other in preparing food products and 
putting them up in cens, but efter the can leaves the canner he no longer has any 
control ower it or the conditions to which it will be subjected, and to require a 
canner to defend an action such as this on evidence such as this would leave him 
where he virtually has no defense except to say that ‘I don't know anything about 
this can. I run my establishment in a careful manner’, and the effects of illness 
such as this ere not permanent. Anyone has cholera morbus during life. The food 
is wrong--it is alleged to be tainted. Ths patient gets well and no permanent ef- 
fects are left from which anybody can tell what caused it. The food is gone. You 
can't tell whether there was anything the matter with that. Some doctor expresses 
an opinion thet the illness of the patient might have been caused or probably was 
caused by tainted food, one of the kinds of food which could cause such an illness 
being such as that, such as they have partaken. That makes their case. As a prac- 
tical question it would leave the canner at the mercy of anyone who is sick or any~ 
One who said they had been sick. I will grant your motion. * * * Non-suit granted. 


"Gentlemen, the court hawing ruled as a matter of law that the plaintiff 


has not shown sufficient to require the defendant to put in ite evidence, has non- 
suited the case." 
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United States Navy and Merine Corps in the Market for Canned Foods. 


Bids on 520,000 pounds of canned pears, under Schedule No. 1022; and 
on 235,000 pounds of canned corned beef, under Schedule No. 1018; will be opened 
at the Nevy Department et 10 a.m., July 17, 1923. 


Canners interested should communicate with the Bureau of Supplies and 
Accounts, Nevy Department, Washington, D.C., end request blanks for bids on the 
respective schedules above mentioned. 


The United States Marine Corps will open bids et 11 a.m., July 6, 1923, 
under Schedule No. 30-1924, for the following canned foods: 


960 No. 2& cans and 960 No. 1 cans of baked beens with pork, in tomato 
sauce; 200 10-oz. cans of brussels sprouts; 360 8-oz. jers of peanut butter; 
60 4-02. bottles of capers; 1200 No. 2 cens of Royal Ann cherries; 120 pint jers 
of Queen olives; 480 13$-oz. jers stuffed oliwes (Manzanilles); 72 19-os. jars 
of pickled onions; 480 pint jars dill pickles; 1500 1l4-oz. cans peas, extra fine; 
120 No. 2 cons prunes, cooked; 144 No. 2 cens apple sauce; 480 S-oz. cens shrimp, 
dry peck; end 120 1lj-oz. cens lunch tongues. 


The Quartermester, United Stetes Merine Corps, Newy Building, Washing=- 


ton, D.C., will be glad to furnish blank proposals to canners for supplying the 
above, on request. 
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